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ELECTRIC CARS GIVE NEW DIMENSION
TO WORLD OF WHEELS CUSTOM SHOW

Back in 1915 electric-powersd dulomebiles were all the rge for Americans, In
fact, thers were more clestric ears in (e United States at that time than there were cas
with internal combustisn enpines.

So, whot happered? Why did the fledgling ause Indusiry decide to forpo batteries
and ohms in favar of pistons and gasoline?

Would you belisve = clostriesiv?

“Arthat time internal combustion engines were limited to whot 2 person could
hand crank in order to pet them stanted,"” said Donald Kamer, president of Eleciric
Trunsportation Enpineening (eTec) Caorp. in Phocnix. “Ornce they invented the electdie
starter, enabling anyone to start the motoss, that opened the doar to larger, heavier und
more powerful cngines 2nd tha1's wliat the public wonted.™

The rest, 25 they say, is history, and part of thal histery will b on display during
the 32™ Annual CARQUEST Warld of Whesls Jan. 5-7 ot the Phoenix Civie Plazs.

Karner's company, which manufactures tha SupesCharge™ System, a rapid
battery charger that features an ensrgy fow up to 400 amps per hour (13 minutes for the
smndard 48-velt golfcart), will show o 1515 Detroit Electris car with unique tillsr
sieering, which was pepular in the carly part of the century,

(more)



Onlty Add: Electric cars

In addition to the Detrair, ¢Tee's display will include sonventional, modemn-day
ballery-pawered electric vehizles such 25 a Chevrole: 5-10 pickup, an Indy-siyls racecar,
znd o Model T Ford replica that doubles as a golf can.

Earner says the inlerest in today’s clectric vehicles, which den't need to bz
chiarged a5 often and ean be chorged nuuch faster, is prowing and he cstimates there are
approxtrotely 6,000 rozd-legal eleciric cars in the state, plos many polf carts, airine
service vehieles, bomts, asighborhood vehizles and other applications.

“Currently we have 39 vegular charping stations all ovar the Valley for electriz
vehiele pwners, plug a numlber in the garres of electric car owners,” s3id Mark Carman,
eTee’s natioadl eceounts manager. “Plus we have 11 public and private SuperCharge™
sysicms on line.”

Allkaugh the World Of Wheels specializes in customized ond nostalpic type
vehicle displays, he elestric enrs and the display fit right in, according ‘o show producer
J. K. Larivez,

“The bartery-powered vehicles are certainly customized, although the changes are
zll under the bood for the most part’ seid Lorives, “As far as the 1915 Detroit Iz
conccrmcd, that's nostalgia at its bast.”

More thon 300 vehicles will be en display during the Warld OF Wheels, Inzluding
the Cadster, judged America's Most Beawtiful Custom Cary custom motorcyelas, the
funed Alz Kuort 11, classy rods ard o personal appearanse by Paul LeMat, the guy who
drove the yellow coupe in the movie ¢lassic “ American Gra/Ti.”

Shew heurs are § p.m. to 10pm, Jnn. 5, 11 am. to 10 pm, Jon Gand 11 am 10 8
p.mu Jam. 7. Admission is 511 for adults, wlale chdldren ander 12 will be admited for $4,
Digcounl coupans worth 52 ofT the adult admission are available ot all CARQUEST 2o

piris stores,
-30-
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